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Host In Chief (04/05/2006)

Hawaii governor makes kosher seder in her mansion an annual event.
Pearl Krasnjansky - Special to The Jewish Week

In early 2002 Linda Lingle, the former mayor
of Maui and then head of the Hawaii
Republican Party, stopped by the seder we
were running at the Chabad House in
Honolulu. We had already finished the fourth
cup of wine, so my husband, Rabbi Itchel
Krasnjansky, duly introduced her to the
guests as the “future governor of Hawaii.”

It was six months before the gubernatorial
election, and she had not yet officially
declared her candidacy for that office.

Lingle, who is Jewish and had known us for
six months, stood by quietly and smiled.

My husband added, with a flourish, "And next
year there will be a kosher seder in the
governor’s mansion.”

I was a bit stunned, but pleased and
impressed by my husband’s optimism and
chutzpah.

Within a year both predictions came true. Lingle won the election, and soon enough we
received a call inviting Chabad to organize a seder for some 130 guests, affiliated and
unaffiliated, at the governor’s mansion, Washington Place.

We've held three seders there on the lanai, Hawaiian for patio, and served nearly 500
meals. We are currently preparing our fourth seder.

Preparing one’s home for Pesach and planning a seder is very daunting. Taking over the
governor’s home — the kashering, the cleaning and the logistics — is an even greater
feat.

There are so many rules in the protocol that must be followed, but the governor’s chef
told us that when we go in, every rule is broken. One minor example: No one besides the
chef is allowed to be in the kitchen for security reasons, but when we kasher it, many
people come in and out.

Two days before the seder we begin setting up. We put up the outdoor tent, which
functions as our de facto full-service kitchen during the seder, and take out the kosher
dishes and the furniture. On the day of the seder we bring in the food.

Since the governor’s mansion does not have special amenities for netilat yadayim, the
ritual hand washing before eating a meal with bread, we have to set up special Italian
glass water coolers on the lanai.

The first year we conducted a seder in the mansion, we took literally truckloads of dishes,
cutlery, glasses, etc., to be toyveled, ritually immersed, on the beach. We went out there
with my seven children and a few volunteers, and set up three stations. We even had
someone rinsing the dishes in the outdoor showers. Our unusual activity was drawing a
lot of attention.

One of my daughters sidled up to me and asked, “Ma, aren’t you embarrassed? People
are looking at us.”

I answered, “Hashem has created everything in the world for us to use for a higher
purpose — His mitzvahs. That’s what we’re doing now. I'm proud, not embarrassed.”

I think this experience gave her a new perspective.

At our seders we have hundreds of candles — among them, the governor’s — lighting up
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the hall of state. In her home on Pesach, the governor is likewise a very down-to-earth,
warm and friendly person, talking to my children, ages 5 to 20. An extremely gracious
hostess, Governor Lingle welcomes all who come with equal warmth.

The guests are an interesting mix: some longtime Chabad regulars, friends and staff
members of the governor, some political figures, and Jewish people who otherwise would
not attend a Chabad seder but are honored to be part of this historic gathering.

After everyone leaves at the end of the seder, I stay with my older children and the wait
staff to clean up, pack all the equipment and make sure it all goes back to its right place.
Last year my very attached 8-year-old daughter, Estee, refused to move without me. Last
year she stayed on and rolled up her sleeves alongside the rest of us. By the time we
finished and had to walk home, she was exhausted. After a few minutes of walking, at
nearly 1 a.m., she began crying and refused to take another step. I could not carry her
because I was exhausted, too. All I could do was tell her, “Don’t worry, Hashem will help
us.”

A few moments later we found an empty shopping cart at the corner, which I used to
wheel my daughter home. That Divine Providence was a perfect ending to a beautiful
night.

Even more inspiring than the seders is the transformation my husband and I have
witnessed in the governor. Previously she had a tangential connection to Jewish practice,
but now she takes time from her busy schedule to learn Torah with my husband every
week.

On Chanukah of 2002, Lingle came to lead our public menorah lighting. Such visits by
elected officials are nothing new, but Lingle stayed for more than an hour. On that night,
less than 24 hours before being inaugurated, she spoke glowingly of her Yiddishkeit. n

Pearl Krasnjansky and her husband, Rabbi Itchel Krasnjansky, lead Chabad Lubavitch of
Hawaii.

® Seeing Red
Seder with a communist twist means untraditional holiday traditions.
® Let Their People Go
In mobilizing Jews for Washington rally to save Darfur, leaders emphasize
parallels between Pharaoh and the Janjaweed.
® Providing Warmth In The Bitter Cold
Student volunteer discovers the meaning of Passover leading seders in a small
Belarus community.
® Squaring Off For This Year's Seder Plates
Some new angles on ritual tableware.
® Qasis In the Wilderness
For the kosher observant, proper food can turn up in the most unexpected
places.
® Preparation Is No Holiday
The meals may be festive, but getting ready for Passover is an arduous task.
® In Every Generation...
New books, CDs, Haggadahs and creative novelties help children learn about and
celebrate Passover.
® Hungry For Change
This year, how about putting a mitzvah next to the matzah?
® In Praise Of The Lowly Spud
Be it huckleberry, or blue, or new, let the humble tuber take center stage for
Pesach.
® New Orders
Haggadahs for this generation.
® Sticker Shock At The Winery
High-end kosher wines enjoy a boom and dessert wines improve but with fuel
prices up, expect to shell out more.
® Going The Distance
Shopping in several states and educating the neighbors: Crafting Passover in the
Bible Belt.
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